January 3, 2012
For auditioning students and their parents-


This letter and list is to help you be more prepared for your experience in Belle Voci, Cantate, Sound Steps or Voce Unificato.  For the 2012-2013 school year these ensembles will be open to rising 10-12th grade and a select few rising 9th grade students.  Each of these groups is a commitment that will require time, money, and commitment outside of what is required in the regular classroom or even in a larger choir.  So I’ll spend just a moment on each topic.

Time commitment-

Each auditioned choir at Deep Run will take up one class period.  Auditioned choirs occasionally have to spend time outside of class time rehearsing before school, during extended study or after school.  Auditioned choirs participate in competitions and perform for events during or after school.  Prior to the start of school (the last 2 weeks of August) students attend major parts of that week at school getting to know each other and learning music for the first semester.  All of your time is rewarded with grades and exceptional performances!

Monetary commitment-

Students in each choir must purchase performance attire.  Women in Cantate, Belle Voci or Voce Unificato can expect to spend $85.00.  Students in Sound Steps can expect to spend $90 for attire and $50 for the choreographer.  All gentlemen in choir at Deep Run are expected to purchase a tuxedo ensemble which can be bought through the school on your own (providing it meets the requirements).  Families can expect to purchase a maximum of 2 sets of performance attire during their time at Deep Run.  
All vocal music department students are invited to participate in the annual spring trip to national competition.  This trip includes exciting performance and touring plans in addition to the competition.  Due to the smaller numbers in the auditioned ensembles we rely on good participation to ensure the best competition results for our top choirs.  Trips in the past have included Orlando, Atlanta, New York, Nashville and Boston.  Expenses are all included and trips run around $800 depending on the destination, costs and touring options selected.  Scholarship and fundraising help is made possible by the Vocal Music Boosters.
Booster membership-

It is important for parents of students in auditioned ensembles to be committed to the process of making music by supporting each choir.  Each student in Belle Voci and Cantate (just for an example) will perform about $85.00 worth of printed music during the school year.  Unfortunately funding from outside sources like private donations and fundraising is needed to fund purchasing the musical scores alone.  The vocal music boosters help underwrite the music budget by paying for accompanists, piano tuning, purchasing equipment, paying portions of a choreographer and prop costs, and other fees not covered by the school system budget.  Vocal music boosters lead the Patron Drive effort to help fill in the gap between what the school covers and the needs of the department.  Sound Steps families are asked to help cover the cost of their choreographer.

Special personal qualities-

In order to really achieve a feeling and sound of ensemble it is crucial that students in auditioned ensembles be respectful of each other and make real attempts to appreciate and get along with students they may not be friends with in other situations.

Students should without exception be tolerant of new or unusual music and be prepared to work for perfection on every piece.

This really goes without saying but auditioned choirs are not an easy A and are not for the faint of heart.  They will be extremely rewarding and potentially life changing experiences!  Please do not hesitate to call or send an email to set up an audition time or to ask any questions.

I look forward to your audition or your participation in Cantar Bellamente!

Amy El-Khouri

awel-khouri@henrico.k12.va.us
364-8000 ext. 6503

COMPLETE AND RETURN

It is important to me that you have read the information as a family prior to your audition.  Filling out the below information lets me know that you and your family are committed to the auditioned choir experience before you actually audition.  You must return this portion of your form with your audition packet in order to be considered for placement in an auditioned ensemble.

I 





, the auditioning student understand, am excited about, and am ready to commit to bringing all my time, talents, and 110% commitment to the choir for which I am selected.











Student Signature

I 





, the auditioning student’s parental figure, understand the time and monetary commitment necessary and support my child’s decision to audition for an auditioned ensemble and plan to support him/her 100%.



Parent Signature

Mailing address:









 Parent(s) name(s)




, Virginia




Parent email address: 


@




Parent cell phone number: 







Parents:


Would you be interested in participating in the Vocal Music Boosters during the spring semester and summer?  If so please indicate it below and a current booster member will be in touch with you about how you can plug in!






-Thanks!

____
I would like to be involved with the booster organization during the spring semester and summer.

____
I am already involved with the booster organization.

____
I plan to become involved in the booster organization in the fall.

Deep Run High School Vocal Music Department
Audition Application 2012-2013
Complete and then print!  This form should not be handwritten! It is important that you complete this as honestly and professionally as possible. Please type your responses in the blanks or below the questions.
Name: 








Grade 2012-2013: 




Address: 







Current School: 










, VA



Birthdate: 

/
/












Student’s

Home Phone: 







Cell Phone: 






Student’s 







Current

Email: 



@




Voice Part: 





The vocal music department plans to offer 5 choral ensembles next year that meet during the school day and a men’s choir that meets outside of class time.  Cantar Bellamente (9828) is a non auditioned mixed choir that currently has 60 members.  Belle Voci (9283) is an auditioned mixed choir that currently has 23 members who have had previous music experience.  Cantate(9278) is an auditioned women’s choir that currently has 24 members who have had previous music experience.  Sound Steps(9298) is a women’s show choir that currently has 26 members who have had previous musical and/or dance experience.  Voce Unificato (9266) has 45 ladies who have had previous musical experience or have great musical aptitude.  Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.  Feel free to attach additional sheets if necessary.

1. I am auditioning for…

1st choice 







2nd choice 






3rd choice 







 wherever I am the best fit

2. I plan to take 

 (number) of chorus classes next year.

If your responses above require any additional explanation please do that here…  (ex…  if I make Belle Voci then I’ll also do Cantate but if I make Cantate then I’ll only take that or if I don’t make my first choice please don’t consider me)

3. What is your vocal musical experience? Attach an additional sheet if necessary.
4. Do you have any instrumental music experience? If yes, please explain.
5. (Students auditioning for Sound Steps only) What is your dance experience?

6. Please list any other experience you feel is relevant.  (community theater, church plays, etc.)

7. Why are you interested in participating in an auditioned vocal ensemble at Deep Run?

8. Why would you be a good choice for an auditioned vocal ensemble at Deep Run?

9. Are you currently involved in a vocal music ensemble?  If so what and where?
10. What other activities do you plan on participating in at Deep Run? (ex. Sports, clubs, etc.
11. How many school days have you missed this year? 



12. How many chorus classes have you missed this school year? 

0-5
5-10
10-15 
Please rate yourself on the following categories.  5 being the best and 1 being the lowest

Promptness (are you on time)



5
4
3
2
1

Organization (do you keep track of dates and materials)
5
4
3
2
1

Enthusiasm (are you excited about music)


5
4
3
2
1

Commitment (once you start something do you finish it)
5
4
3
2
1

Cooperation (do you get along well with other people)
5
4
3
2
1

You must bring this packet to your audition.  Please also have reviewed and discussed the select choir information letter with your family.  The signed portion of this letter must accompany your audition packet in order for you to be considered.  Audition results will be available at www.drhsvocalmusic.com soon after all scheduled auditions are complete.  If you are selected for an auditioned ensemble you must return the acceptance letter that will be online with the lists by the date indicated.
